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Mimiya Shams al-Din al-Kufi in Baghdad's Lamentation: A
Stylistic Study

Othman Samir Yahya Al-Sarraj
General Directorate of Nineveh Education
Abstract

The poet Shams al-Din al-Kufi (623-675 AH), one of the poets of later eras, is known
of the lamentation for Baghdad in several poems, the most prominent of which is the well-
known meme, in which he follows the path of lovelorn people who are tired of separation from
loved ones and whose eyelids become sore from excessive crying from swallowing the pain
of sorrow, the bitterness of deprivation, and the torment of loneliness. As is the custom of the
poets who stood on the ruins with his oath to remain in the era of passion, and then he
continues to cry and wail over what happened in the city of Baghdad, which was afflicted by
the Mongols with devastation, destruction, killing, displacement, captivity, rape, plundering,
and burning. Therefore, this requires various methods of expression to express the
lamentation of Baghdad. This research chooses the memetic poem to analyze it stylistically
according to three levels: connotation, structure, and sound (rhythm), starting with the largest
linguistic unit (connotation) to reach (composition) and ending with the smallest linguistic unit
(sound) to achieve the comprehensive vision in revealing the artistic and aesthetic values of

the poem.

The research is based on an introduction and three sections. The introduction includes
defining the concept of stylistics to develop the concept upon which the stylistic analysis is
based. The first section is devoted to studying (the semantic level) the meaning of words: the
contextual meaning, the associative meaning, and the suggestive meaning, the meaning of
images: the simile image, the metaphorical image, and the metonymic image. The second
section deals with the syntactic level: the structure of verbs: their timing and levels, and the
structure of sentences: the nominal sentence and the verbal sentence. The third section
presents the vocal/rhythmic level: the external rhythm in terms of meter and rhyme, and the

internal rhythm in terms of repetition and vocal grouping.
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